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BUYER’S GUIDE YAMAHA RD350

huzzing up and down LK roads for 17

years now - and bikes don't stay that
long an the madal line-up without being
exeeedingly good. And reliable, The last few
new ones have just been sold so it's second-
hand anly fram now an.

When the original RD350 - the LC -
appearad in 1980, its two-stroke twin-cylin-
der engine was a technological revelation. In
stack trim the LG would leave the air-cosled
TH0z of the day for dead.

In 1884, Yamaha upped the stakes and
added the innovalive power-valve mecha-
rigm which varies the exhaust port height to
give a howling top-end and good midrangs
fractability. They called it the Yamaha Power
Walve System [YPVYS).

A goaod BD3S0 YPVYS will hit 120mph and
handle well encugh to be enjoyable. We're
talking top laughs for as [itthe as £1200,

A question mark has abways hovered over
the 350LC"s reliability. In reality, the LC
(YPVE, or otherwise) is a pretty reliabla bike -
for a two-stroke = 20 long as it hasn't bean
subjected to any home tuning. Huge
amaunts of power can be squeezed from the
engine, but for each extra bhp comes the
increased threat of a blow-up.

With a good, low-mileage bike runrning top
gracia ail, a 3000-rmile tour isn't out of the
question. Find yourself the owner of a poorly
rekailt hike and vour life could soon dissolva
in tears of frustration. Mary BD350s spend
half their lives being lashad together and the
other half being thrashed back into the work-
shop: avoid at all costs,

Thera are five basic types of Yamaha
RO350: the original 350LG (no power-valve,
basic monoshock, curvad spoke wheels); the
firsl ¥PVWS [oikini fairing, rising-rala rear Sus-
pansion and slight wobble at spaed); the F1
(tapered black pipes, new frame, more
povwrar]; the F2 (alloy end cans on the
silencars, a tad more power) and the RD350R
[made in Brazil, twin-headlamps, early ongs

T HE liguid-cooled RDAG] has boen
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Dave Woolley
29, rat-catcher (1), owns a 1991 F2 model,
which he bought used. It now has 4000
miles up
“THIS is my third F2, I'e had 2 blue one and a red-ang-
whita oma, | love it 1o bits.

“| proddy raced an F2 for four yaars 2nd sold it for
mioee than | paid for it Just cane the nuts off it and always
uga top quality wo-stroke ¢il,”

Stuart Gunn

21, engineer, owned an 350LC

bought used

“IT nevar blevs up, bt the gearbox Gid saize vponil. The
bigoest proglem with them is vou have tokeep an eyean
gverything to make sure if's OK. The bast thing is that it
was cheap o run”
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It may be a bit long in
the tooth, butasa
used buy the RD350 is
a bike for the next
thrillenium

were restricted but most will have bean
unplugged by nowl. In addition unfaired var-
sions were sald of the F1 and F2 (F for
faired), called the M and M2 (N for naked).

It's taken ages, hut RD3G0s are now old
hat: narrow tyres, 15mph slower than an
Apriliz RS280, slightly wobihy handling,
brakes that lzck feel. But an ROES5S0 will still
make you grin, which is what it's all about.

The old RD beats the madarn stuff with a
proper dual 2eat, riding position that won't
crippla you, a four-gallon tank, and an enging
that's easier ta waork an. A good used ona
can be had for under two grand, whereas a
ey grand RGY is a hlow-up waiting to happen.

So whe buys them these days?
Eithar the semi-
skint, or older pao-
ple who appraeciate
the fun inhersnt ina good
BD350. Les of
Birmingham's Speadaway
Motoroycles says: "The
last twao 've had went to
middle-aged peaple.”

Teny Greenslade, mem-
bership secretary of the
LG Owners Club, agrees:
“Lots of people in their 30s
and 40z, whao wanted
them when they wers
yoUnGen arg buying them.”

Thie smell of twa-
straka ail smaoke hanging
around you; the feeling as the
reys rise past BO00; the front end
going light; hooligan rides down fast
A-roads. All this is part and parcal of
the RD3E0 experence, You can buy a
Kawasaki ZX-8R and ride it sedately.
You can buy a Honda Blackkird and
never excaed the ton. You can buy a
918 and usa it for city commuting. But
you can't, you just can't, buy an RO330
and resist the tlempiation to screw it Lo
tha limit. Bliss ...

Cavin Adams |
Duncan Powell 21, student, owns a
22, injection moulder, 1990 F2 model

owned a 1994 RD350R
bought new. He sold it
with 15,500 miles up
YU have bo walah whal yau buy
because there are some dodgy
pnas. Ming leaked exhzust s2als
all he lime. A one point it was costing me a Tortune.
Whean |50k i1t was rattling: | think the crank was on he

“IT was the first big bike I've had.
The previous ownsr wWas a vicar
and itwas mint— | looked at a lol
betore | bowght it because there
are some awlul onas around. 1
wasn't Ine fagtest thing an tha
road, bt e way e poser Came in was incred ::a n
was writhen-off witl 10,000 miles wp: £3500 worth of

way out.” damage to & bike thal was anly wortn two arand.”
Matt Beaumont Stevelones

27, sells bike clothing for Carnell, and 30, joiner, has a 1989 F2

used to own a 1993 RD350R. He sold it on bought used for E1900.

He's done 50,000 miles
“THE gniging s having its firss
rebuild at the marment. Crank and
pistons are all knackered. Pve just
spant £700 on parts, |ave il Mever
had somuch furn in my fife. This is e liest o s‘rnkﬂ
sinca mry Honda maped. | can use it foe going i and from
work and &l weskends use it for frack days.”

with 33,000 miles showing

I HAD ro Iraubsle with it &t all. | was quite sweised
becauss you hear lads of stones about them having
Iowsy redighifily.

“fmate had ona and it Seizaed Lpona motonsay run,
Bt | enjoyed mine immensaly, The anly thing that would
have poszibty improved the bike would have Deenan
electric slart.”

_ .



- off it-and always
“use top quality
two-stroke oil”

-

Tim Humphries
26, accountant, owns a 1989 F2 model
bought used for £1050
‘IT had an £800 refuild just before | bought it. H's the first
twe-giroke I've ever owned.

“Ag o &5 you aren't gaing many miles and dan' live
in bam heay’re gragl.”

Steven Barrett

19, motorcycle mechanic, has a 1995
RD350R bought new

“THEY'BE wery qood bikes if you're not used 1o riding high
perormande Sufl, The handiing’s reasonabla and theay e
chaap 1o run,”

John Lawrie

38, fireman, has a Y-reg 350LC with YPVS
engine (a common hybrid)

“I'VE had a couple and I've &lzo had the 250, 30l know &
bit adaut them.

“¥ou'vie got 1o bewase of anything crash damaged, and
with a¥YPVS wou've got fo be sure the power-valve isn't
sticking. Ming blew up at 90meh on a materway: the
piston crown melted. ..

Dave Woolley, owner:

TimThompson
33, RiDE editor

| HAD rroy Tiest 35000 when Dwas
atcallege, Hdribbled oil fram the
exhaust seals and had a big
midrangs flzt spot. But it made J
me a sixth-form legend. When it got stalen, | waz so
ugset | nearly gave up bikes altogether. In 1986 | bought
anes N-model. it did 16,000 miles withoul & proper
service. Brilliant all-rowader and no problems.”

Karlee

28, RiDE art editor

“I HAD two. The first was the eariy
YRS (2900} with the ikini
fairing, and the econd an F-
model, which cost me £1100. | did
about 10,000 miles oneach and
sold them when ey hit 20,000
miles. Bath loved exhausi seals,
vibrating. and fzking on 750s."

Motel change

RD3S0LC

BO Vhate, blus,
or lack with
contrasting stickers.
Few changes during
life ~ carbs revised, lia-
bars added uncer
engine to restrict movement

on rubber mounis which was cracking exhaust
pipes. Last models will have Y- or A-plates.

RD350 YPVS A
First power-vahe moded. Bikini fairing,
rising-rate rear shock, all-
nesw rame and forkes, shotted
A5Gs,

RD350F A
RD350M unfaired version &
Full fairing, nesy clocks, improved
Brakeas and SuUspension, More power.
Rediwhite'blue,

RD350F2 A
RD350M2 unfaired version
Alleny end cans on silencers, restyled
B Tued tankowith aircraft-style filler, mors
pawer, new carbs. White/ned,
B Mew colours: Black/grey/red, white/red
or blueyellow.
RD350R
Made in Brazd, tein-haaclight fairng,
95 machanically same as F2. Radfehite o
black/purple. Decontinued
Januany 1986,
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Things to look for ...

EXCESSIVESMOKE CRASH DAMACGE ENGINE
They all smoke, Sir, but overly-smokey Check whael alignment and ook at the Arvy rumibiing or rattling from the engine wil
silencer indicates a lesking crankshaft seal, headstock for strass marks and flaky paint rmean large bills ~ aveid at &l costs
espacially if it's reluctant to start. Left-hand 1 =
sice usually guilty because it carmes the '
generator koed. Walk away

POWER VALVE
Smcke from power-vahe mechanism at
front of barrsls means the seals ane gone.
They'll prabably nead re-bushing as wel,
That's expensive,

Listen to the "whee-whee® noise of power-
| wvahve rmechanism cycling. If it stuiters or
sounds hesitant, it's seizing up, Could be |

i oid cables; more ikealy to be carbon build-up e

. on the valves thamsahes. Can be fixed but |55

CENTRESTANDS

Peaple take tham off in the belief they'll get |

serioushy sticking vahes mean a strip, which " GEA..RBDX an extra 2 degrees of lean and a bit morg
mieans removing the barrels as well. No Check gearbox oil for millkiness, |t indicates arceleration dua to the reduced wisight.
whag-whae noize at all means the power- coolant getting into the system some- . Either that or they buy crap exhausts which
valvie motor's burned out whera. Maka your excusas and leave . foul them. You want  centrestand, you do

“J had no trouble at all. | was surpnsed because yo
hear nasty stories” owner Matt Beaumont

Check for mileage. Rebores usually needed over Frama numbers: make sure it has them. Wonky Pawer-valve cable pulley: check you get the
20,000 miles. Inspect for “seratched” digits engine numbers mean it's been re-stamped. Avoid whirring naise when you switch on ignition
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NAFF PAINT
Fag packet colours are
Ok, but miost custom
paint jobs only appeal
x the tasteless poople
who commissionsd
them in the first place

RACED
YERSIONS

Check sump plug and
brake caliper mounting
bolts — have they been
drilled for lockwiring? If

50, it's been raced
vy

TUNING
Few ROA50 “tuners”
know what they're
daing. Better to buy
=tandard if you can.
Giveaways are KaN
filters and expansion
chambars

Ly L

ENGINE/FRAME NUMBERS
RMANY RDA50s ara nicked. Numbers shoukd
not.onty match the log book, but should
also read the same as each other. If they
aren't identical, but match the log book, it's
hed an engine change and you shoudd ask
1o sae a receipt. It may be kosher, but then
again ... If numbers don't match the log-
book, it's definitely hooky: walk away and
grass the git 1o the police

ey

Still want one?

What goes wrong?

HEAD races, swinging-arm bearings, chains, sprock-
els all wear fast i neglected. Bores usually last abowt
20,000 miles between rebores; rngs 10-15,000
miles. Clufches and crankshatts similasly short-lived
= rumding from bottom end indicates main bearing
demise. Power-valves calch rogd crap and ssize or
blow seals — rebushing can cost £200 with labour.
Brake calipers size.

senrvicing

EASY, Carbs have windows 50 you can synchronise
slides, Changea gearbox oil every 6000 mies. Use
10w/40 oil. Plug change every 2000 miles. Air fifler is
washable. Check adjustment of power-valve by twid-
diing cable adjusiess 1o line up the setting marks,
and then watch the mechanism while revsing engine
10 se2 it opens property. Check coolant levels, and
replace annually. Dealer service should cost no mare
than 75 plus paris.

METZELER tyres are favourite fit, especially Comp ks
for extra grip. Narow rims mean few modern tyres
fit. Abways uga an O-ring chain. With proper cane they
can last over 20,000 miles.

Tnin

STAN Stephens o Bob Farnharn tunes involve clean-
ing and matehing ports and a slight skim on the head
10 raise compression — £75 or so. The engine Is
noticezbdy crisper afierwards. F1 kgnition system
gives another S00rpm of useful power whean filled 1o
an F2. F1 carbs wark well on F25. Loads of aftermar-
ket air filters, reed Mocks and pipes.Tuned LCs can
1op 125mph, Expect new rings every 5000 miles.

Well-wrought specials are beautiful, but are rare
and only worth more than a stocker to a wery small
number of peaple. Home-tuned bikes are slower and
less reliable than stock. You have been warned.

On a budget?

PRE-YPVS, the original LCg, are now appreciating. :
Mark: One YPYSs wobbie like hell S0 RDSS0N
probably best bet.

Best buys

1990 F2, especially if retro-fitted with F1
Ignition and carbs.

Fancy taking part in a future RiDE Buyer's Cuide? Ring Cathy Dennis and ask her nicely and she'll put
your name on our database. The number to ring is 01733 465692, Next up: Suzuki CSXE00

USEFUIL NUMBERS: L Craners Club (01424 422641), John Groombeidps botercycks for new ADAS0: (01435 BA246E)

Money no object?

NEW F2 and R models are still availabie from John
Groombridge Motorcycles (01435 862466) at £3150.

A

ANYTHING twned by someone who appears educa-
tionalky subnormal, anything with 2 Halfords aerosol
paint-job, anything missing indicators, centrestands
and anyzhing running on pre-mix. That rules out 75 4
per cent of uzed ROG505.

Toptips

& Always use synthetic oil,

@ Mudilap keeps crap off power-valve,

@ Lise ariginal equipment gaskets, pistons, rings. |
@ Clgan brakes regularly. |
@ Sleering damper is & useful mod. |
@ Front forks a bit soft: heavier oil and stiffer springs & |
good idea.

Prices

350LCs entirely dependeant on condition and degree
of ariginality. £1500-plus for an original minter
(wiich is rare); £600 for a woof-woof (which isn't).
Mark one YPYS EED0-E1200

RO350F1s ES00-£1300
RD350F2: 19870 £1495 1987E  £1550
1988E £1505 1988F £1725
1989F £1795 19896 £1895
19906 £1950 1990H  £2050
1991H £2005 1991J  £2150.
RO350R: 1992) £2275 1992K 2345
1993K £2450 1993L  £2495
1994L £2550 1994M  E2675
1995M £2750 1995  £2875

THESE are dealer pricas — private prices for F2s and
Rs will be about £E200-£250 cheaper. Modified bikes,
even well-done ones, generally worth no more than
standard and often worth less.
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